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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: F-242
	Subject name:
Plato´s Republic

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  5 ECT

	Suggested semester: j-term

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: To gain some facility engaging in Platonic philosophy. To learn about Plato’s Republic.

	Brief outline of the course: This course will focus entirely on the close reading of a single book: Plato’s Republic. The Republic is a seminal text in the history of ethics, metaphysics, epistemology, aesthetics and, of course, political philosophy. However, we will not focus on the reputation of the text, nor on abstracting any particular theme or issue. Rather, we will focus on reading the text on its own terms as a single sustained inquiry. The inquiry purports to be into the nature of justice (or “rightness”). More specifically, Socrates and his interlocutors are interested in determining whether or not it is best for a person to be just even if he receives no external rewards or reputation for doing so. The question, like all good philosophical questions, is more puzzling than it might at first appear to be. We will place particular emphasis on the many questions that the text raises in attempting to answer this central question and try to determine whether or not the text can lead us to adequate answers to those questions.

	Reaccommended readings: Plato’s Republic

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Laurence Bloom

	Date of the last change: 09.01.2026

	Approved: Prof. PhDr. František Novosád, CSc.
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