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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code
	Subject name:


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester: . semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: To practice examining an issue from both sides; to distinguish and engage in the philosophical practice of using reason to arrive at a conclusion (rather than merely to justify one).

	Brief outline of the course: This half of the course will revolve around a single question. The question is not easy to state and will require some explanation. The question is: Can liberal education be political? There are several ways this question can be meant. The version of the question we will consider is whether or not one can, or should, teach any political position as true. Another way of asking this question is whether or not liberal education can be ideological? Can or should a liberal educator advocate for any political position, no matter how true, right, or important they consider that position to be? On the one hand, if we conclude that he should, we risk mistaking liberal education for indoctrination or even propaganda; on the other hand, if we conclude that it should not, we would seem to commit liberal education to being political mute or even paralyzed. Now we put the question in another way: Is there a political role for liberal education that does not involve advocating for any political issue or ideology? If so, what could this be?

	Reaccommended readings: Plato, Apology; Friedrich Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man; Jakob Klein, “The Idea of Liberal Education.”

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: L. Bloom

	Date of the last change: 

	Approved: Prof. PhDr. František Novosád, CSc.
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