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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: Madeline Vadkerty

	Subject code
	Subject name: Love thy Neighbor? Religion in Slovakia during the Holocaust


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Seven classes of 120 minutes each, totalling 14 hours in lecture format.  

	Number of credits:  

	Suggested semester: semester

	Level of studies: 

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardy”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 
· Ability to identify Slovakia’s major religious bodies during World War II

· Grasp the role of religion in shaping Slovak national identity

· Analyze the regime's religious rhetoric about Jewish matters

· Evaluate the various postures of Slovakia’s Christian denominations, the Vatican, and the Jewish community in the Slovak state 

· Compare Slovak religious responses with those in other Nazi-aligned or occupied countries.

· Reflect on the moral challenges and ethical responsibilities faced by religious leaders and communities during times of persecution and genocide.

· Hone essay writing and presentation skills 


	Brief outline of the course: 

Session 1: Historical Background
Session 2: Slovakia’s religious denominations and religious denominations in other Nazi-aligned or Nazi dominated countries  

Session 3: The Roman Catholic Church and the Vatican

Session 4: The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (ECAV)  

Session 5: The Greek Catholic Response

Session 6: The Reaction of the Jewish Leadership 

Session 7: Conversion and Rescue

	Reccommended readings: 
Hana Kubátová, Christian Nationalism, Nation-Building, and the Making of the Holocaust in Slovakia (Oxford University Press 2025)
Miloslav Szabó, Klérofašisty (Slovart, 2019)

Michael Phayer, The Catholic Church and the Holocaust: 1935-1960 (Indiana University press, 2000)
Ivan Kamenec, On the Trail of Tragedy (H and H Publishers, 2007)

James Mace Ward, Priest, Politician, Collaborator: Jozef Tiso and the Making of Fascist Slovakia (Cornell University Press, 2013)
Yeshayahu A. Jelínek, The Parish Republic: Hlinka’s Slovak People’s Party 1939-1945 (East European Quartlerly, 1976)

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: Students should be able to read Slovak for this class

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Madeline Vadkerty

	Date of the last change: 1.9.2025

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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