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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: H-701
	Subject name: Fear and Political Control in the Slovak State (1938- 1945)




	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester: . semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardy”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: Students will study a basic outline of Slovak Holocaust history, prevalent ideologies, and legislation affecting various segments of the population during World War II. They will contemplate how totalitarian regimes harness the power of fear as a political tool and discuss how this phenomenon remains relevant in the present day. They will become acquainted with a variety of sources that address theoretical underpinnings and how they were applied including ideological factors, propaganda, othering and dehumanization. They will also become familiar with the use of archival sources, and enhance their research, written, and oral presentation skills.  

	Brief outline of the course: The course will consist of units that focus on such topics as:

· the dramatic events of the fall of 1938 and the fear and uneasiness associated with the founding of the Slovak state on March 14, 1939
· Propaganda and ideology

· The expulsion of Czechs

· The persecution of Slovakia’s Jewish population

· The maltreatment of Roma and other minority groups

· Perceived political opponents
· the Churches and clergy

· non-Jews who loved their Jewish spouses, children or fiancés
· Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust
· fear among “ordinary citizens” 


	Reccommended readings: 
Ivan Kamenec, On the Trail of Tragedy (H and H Pubishers, 2007)

Thomas Hendriks, Psychology Today, “Fear-Based Politics: The Psychology of Authoritarianism,” in 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-pathways-of-experience/202409/fear-based-politics-the-psychology-of-authoritarianism 
Hilberg, Raul. The Destruction of the European Jews. Vol. III. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003: 766-792
L   Lȏnčiková, Michala. “Was the Antisemitic Propaganda a Catalyst for Tensions in the Slovak-Jewish Relations?” Holocaust Studies 23, no. 1–2 (2017): 76–98. 
K  Kubátová, Hana. “Accusing and Demanding: Denunciations in Wartime Slovakia.” In Lessons and Legacies Volume XIII: New Approaches to an Integrated History of the Holocaust: Social History, Representation, Theory, 92–111. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2018.
The Terror of Totalitarianism Explained, 

https://fs.blog/hannah-arendt-totalitarianism/


	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 
20 %  Active attendance and preparedness for class, participation in classroom discussions

20%   Quiz scores (2 quizzes, 10% per quiz) 

10%   Final presentation proposal  

20 %  Mid-term written assignment

30 %  Final oral presentation 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Madeline Vadkerty

	Date of the last change: 20.02.2025

	Approved: 
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