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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: IR-236
	Subject name: Formation of the International State System


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  6 ECT

	Suggested semester: any

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.
Participation and in-class quizzes (15%)

Attendence (10%)

Group treaty/Case presentation (30%)

Final Research Paper (3,000–3,500 words)
(45%)


	Learning outcomes: 
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Understand the historical and legal foundations of the international state system

· Explain the evolution and contestation of sovereignty, recognition, and statehood

· Interpret foundational legal texts and international treaties

· Critically evaluate the ongoing transformation of legal sovereignty in a globalised world

	Brief outline of the course: 
This course explores the historical and legal formation of the international state system, focusing on the development of statehood, sovereignty, international institutions, and global legal order. Emphasis is placed on the legal underpinnings of major turning points, from the Peace of Westphalia to the United Nations and beyond. Through both historical and thematic analysis, we will examine the evolution of international law in shaping world order.



	Recommended readings: 
Anghie, Antony. 2005. Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making of International Law. Cambridge Univ. Press.

Bull, Hedley. 1977. The Anarchical Society. Macmillan.

Cassese, Antonio. 2005. International Law. 2nd ed. Oxford University Press.

Krasner, Stephen D. 1999. Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. Princeton University Press.

Malanczuk, Peter. 1997. Akehurst’s Modern Introduction to International Law. 7th ed. London: Routledge.

Osiander, Andreas. 2001. “Sovereignty, International Relations, and the Westphalian Myth.” International Organization 55 (2): 251–87. https://www.jstor.org/stable/3078632.

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: Assoc. Prof. Sylvia Tiryaki, PhD.

	Date of the last change: 21.7.2025

	Approved: assoc. prof. Dagmar Kusá, PhD.


1
2

