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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: C-440
	Subject name: News and journalism in the 21st century

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting to 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester: Fall semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardy”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 
• An understanding of:

   - what news is, and what the work of journalism involves;
   - the role of journalism in society and its contribution to academic work;
   - the ethical and practical issues faced by journalists;
   - the practice of journalism; history and current trends.
• The ability to analyse written or broadcast news stories 

• Basic skills needed to research, write and edit a news story

	Brief outline of the course: 

• Definitions; the purpose and role of news in society
• The business of news (private ownership, public service, for-profit/not-for-profit)

• How the rise of digital media has affected journalism

• The ethics of news (editorial choice, privacy, influence)

• Bias, framing and gatekeeping

• The debate over impartiality and objectivity

• How third parties seek to influence journalists and news coverage

• What the work of journalism involves

• Writing a story; sourcing, referencing, editing
• Politics, political influence and language

• Free media vs. authoritarianism; information vs propaganda

	Recommended readings: 
• Topical readings, as directed by the instructor 
• Orwell, G. ‘Politics and the English Language’, Horizon (April 1946)

• Tomalin, N. Reporting (1975)

• New York Times Editorial Staff. In the Headlines. Journalism: The Need for a Free Press (2020)

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: James Thomson

	Date of the last change: 29 August 2025

	Approved: Prof. PhDr. František Novosád, CSc.
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