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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: P/F-401
	Subject name: Liberalism and Its Discontents


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  5 ECTS

	Suggested semester: Summer semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardy”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 

• An understanding of the philosophical underpinnings, history and theory of liberalism.

• The ability to discuss how liberalism functions in practice, including critiques of it.
• An overview of the current philosophical and political responses to liberalism.

	Brief outline of the course: 

• Students will read and understand the descriptions, arguments and sources in each of the ten chapters of Francis Fukuyama’s book Liberalism and Its Discontents (2022):
1. What is Classical Liberalism? 

2. From Liberalism to Neoliberalism 

3. The Selfish Individual 

4. The Sovereign Self 

5. Liberalism Turns on Itself 

6. The Critique of Rationality 

7. Technology, Privacy, and Freedom of Speech 

8. Are There Alternatives? 

9. National Identity 

10. Principles for a Liberal Society
• We will examine a range of other sources on the subject, including audio-visual recordings and written texts.
• Students will discuss, debate and review arguments both for and against liberalism, as advanced by Fukuyama and other modern writers, thinkers and politicians.

• As a class, we will examine and debate alternative forms of political organisation.

• Students’ understanding will be tested by means of individual and group exercises, both verbal and written.

	Recommended readings: 
• Fukuyama, Francis. Liberalism and Its Discontents (2022)
• Mill, John Stuart. On Liberty (1859)
• Fukuyama, Francis. The End of History? The National Interest (Summer 1989)

• Fukuyama Francis. The End of History and the Last Man (1992)
• Fawcett Edmund. Liberalism: The Life of an Idea (2nd ed, 2018)
• Fawcett, Edmund. Conservatism: The Fight for a Tradition (2020)
• Kahan, Alan. Freedom from Fear: An Incomplete History of Liberalism (2023)
• Deneen Patrick. Why Liberalism Failed (2018)
• McCloskey, Deirdre. Why Liberalism Works (2018)

• Rose, Matthew. A World after Liberalism (2021)

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: James Thomson

	Date of the last change: 23.2.2026

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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