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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: IR/P-410
	Subject name: Contemporary US politics

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting to 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester: Fall semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardy”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 
• An understanding of: 
   - the US political system and the principles on which it is based;
   - contemporary challenges to those principles, especially over the past 10 years;
   - the historical context for these developments, and their implications beyond America. 

• The ability to analyse and interpret contemporary events in the USA and beyond
• Context that students can apply to their wider study of political science (strengths and weaknesses of democratic systems, the role of parties, the role of the news media, etc.)

	Brief outline of the course: 

• An overview of the USA and its politics in 2025
• The principles of the American system (democracy, separation of powers)

• The quirks of the American system (federalism, the electoral college)
• Trump and MAGA
• The US media; political and business challenges to the news media

• Contemporary American political rhetoric

• Money in US politics

• US legal culture and its political implications
• America’s political parties

• The role of religion in US society and politics
• Foreign policy and America’s role in the world

	Recommended readings: 
• Topical readings, as directed by the instructor
• Hemmer, N. Partisans: The Conservative Revolutionaries Who Remade American Politics in the 1990s (2022)

• Ganz J. When the Clock Broke: Con Men, Conspiracists, and How America Cracked Up in the Early 1990s (2024)
• New York Times Editorial Staff. Public Profiles: Donald J. Trump (2018)

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: James Thomson

	Date of the last change: 29 August 2025

	Approved: assoc. prof. Dagmar Kusá, PhD.
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