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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: IR-490
	Subject name: 
Introduction to Migration Studies 

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  5 ECT

	Suggested semester: . Spring semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: none

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes:  

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Define migration and distinguish between different types of migration

· Engage with diverse migrant communities
· Explain the push and pull factors that motivate migration

· Identify and evaluate the major theories of migration

· Analyze the social, economic, and political impacts of migration

· Understand the role of migration in global processes

· Examining the challenges faced by migrants, mainly with different race and ethnicity, in liberal democracies
· Apply critical thinking skills to analyze migration data and research



	Brief outline of the course: This course explores international migration, covering, in an introductory level, its categories, trends, theories, and challenges, with a focus on immigration to liberal democracies where human rights ideals often conflict with state border control policies. Through diverse evaluation methods such as interviews, literature, and film analysis, students engage directly with migrant communities to better understand the issues and challenges they face in destination countries. By the end of the course, students will develop critical thinking skills on migration, policies, and integration, as well as the ability to conduct basic migration research.


	Reccommended readings: 
Bean, F. D & S. K. Brown (2015). Demographic Analysis of Migration. In C. Brettell & J. F. Hollifield (eds), Migration Theory: Talking Across Disciplines (3rd ed.). New York, NY: Routledge. Pp. 67 – 89.

Ceccorulli, M. (2021). The EU’s Normative Ambivalence and the Migrant Crisis: (In) Actions of (In) Justice. In  Ceccorulli, M., E. Fausti, & S. Lucarelli (eds.) The EU Migration System of Governance. Palgrave Macmillan: Italy. Pp. 33-56. 

Conick, D. D. (2022). The Refugee Paradox During Wartime in Europe: How Ukrainian and Afghan Refugees are (not) Alike. Dispatch from the Field. International Migration Review. DOI: 10.1177/01979183221116874. Pp. 1 – 9. 
Findor, A., Hruška, M., Janovská, P. & Pobudová, P. (2021). Re-examining public opinion preferences for migrant categorizations: “Refugees” are evaluated more negatively than “migrants” and “foreigners” related to participants’ direct, extended, and mass-mediated intergroup contact experiences. International Journal of Intercultural Relations. Vol. 80, pp. 262 – 273.

Demata, M. (2023). Discourse of Borders and the Nation in the USA. Routledge: New York, NY. Pp. 49 – 66. 

FitzGerald, D. S. (2020). Remote control of migration: theorising territoriality, shared coercion, and deterrence, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Vol. 46 (1). DOI: 10.1080/1369183X.2020.1680115. Pp. 4-22.

Hollifield, J. F. & Wong, T. K. (2015). The Politics of International Migration. In C. Brettell & J. F. Hollifield, Migration Theory: Talking Across Disciplines (3rd ed.). New York, NY: Routledge, pp. 227 – 257.

Jacková, A. (2022). Život na Slovensku bez kontaktov je tu veľmi ťažký, hovoria sestry Samanta a Barbara. Fjúžn. Available at: https://fjuzn.sk/zivot-na-slovensku-bez-kontaktov-je-tu-velmi-tazky-hovoria-sestry-samanta-a-barbara/ 

Joppke, C. & Morawska, E. (2003). Integrating Immigrant in Liberal Nation-States: Policies and Practices. In: Christian Joppke and Ewa Morawska (eds). Toward Assimilation and Citizenship: Immigrants in Liberal Nation-States. Palgrave Macmillan: New York, NY. Pp. 1 – 36.
Kvet, N. (2024). Všetko, čo nas spaja. N Press: Bratislava. 

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: - 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Mgr. Clarissa do Nascimento Tabosa, PhD. 

	Date of the last change: 11.02.2026

	Approved: Prof. PhDr. František Novosád, CSc.
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