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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: P/S-410
	Subject name:
 The Politics of Recognition: Social Justice, Capabilities and Equality

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  5 ECTS

	Suggested semester: . semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
· Active participation in discussions

· Reading assigned texts before seminars

· Submission of two short reflection papers (2–3 pages each)

· Final presentation

· Final paper (5–6 pages)

· Attendance: student must not be absent more than 4 class sessions

· Three tardies equal one absence

· Missing more than 15 minutes of class counts as an absence

Course evaluation (%): 
- Class Participation & Discussion – 20%
- Short Reflection Papers – 20%
- Final Presentation – 20%
- Final Paper – 40%
A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Define and compare major contemporary theories of social justice, including the capabilities approach, equality of resources, and participatory parity.

· Analyze how structural inequality, stigma, and social identity shape real opportunities for individuals to live flourishing lives.

· Evaluate the impacts of distributive and recognition-based frameworks on policy, welfare states, taxation, minority rights, and human rights.

· Contrast core arguments from key authors and frameworks (Sen, Nussbaum, Dworkin, Fraser, Goffman).

· Identify possibilities for bridging economic redistribution, cultural recognition, and political participation to address contemporary social justice dilemmas.
Brief outline of the course:
The course examines how structural inequality, stigma, and social identity shape opportunities to live flourishing lives by integrating political philosophy with micro-sociology. It begins with the capabilities approach (Sen, Nussbaum), shifting focus from resources or utility to substantive freedoms, agency, and human dignity. Students then analyze Dworkin's liberal theory of resource equality, exploring key concepts like brute versus option luck and the moral foundations of compensation.

Building on these foundational models, the course explores Fraser's critique of distribution-centric justice, introducing the framework of participatory parity across redistribution, recognition, and representation. To connect macro-theories with lived reality, the course incorporates Goffman’s analysis of stigma, identity management, and social encounters. Throughout, students examine real-world applications including poverty, gender inequality, disability, identity politics, and global justice.

Recommended readings:
Capabilities Approach & Agency
· Amartya Sen – Development as Freedom (selected chapters)

· Amartya Sen – The Idea of Justice (selected chapters)

· Martha Nussbaum – Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach (selected chapters)

· Martha Nussbaum – Frontiers of Justice: Disability, Nationality, Species Membership (selected chapters)

Distributive Justice & Resource Equality
· Ronald Dworkin – Sovereign Virtue: The Theory and Practice of Equality (selected chapters)

· Selected articles comparing resource-based vs. capability-based metrics of justice

Recognition, Representation & Identity Politics
· Nancy Fraser – Justice Interruptus: Critical Reflections on the "Postsocialist" Condition (selected chapters)

· Nancy Fraser & Axel Honneth – Redistribution or Recognition? A Political-Philosophical Exchange (selected chapters)

· Nancy Fraser – Scales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space in a Globalizing World (selected chapters)

Sociology of Stigma & Lived Experience
· Erving Goffman – Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity (selected chapters)

· Erving Goffman – The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (selected chapters)



	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Mgr. Lukáš Siegel, PhD.

	Date of the last change: 2.9.2026

	Approved: prof. František Novosád
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