Príloha č. 1 k vyhláške MŠVVaŠ SR č. 155/2013 Z. z., ktorou sa mení a dopĺňa vyhláška MŠVVaŠ SR č. 614/2002 Z. z.
o kreditovom systéme štúdia


Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: 
	Subject name: Existentialism


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits: 6 ECT

	Suggested semester: 1. semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 
30% Active participation, class discussions, class preparation

25% Writing exercises & reading notes (300-500 words)

25% Group Presentation

20% Final Paper (800-1200 words)

Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 

-gain familiriaty with major existentialist works and ideas, including those by Sartre, Camus, De Beauvoir, Kierkegaard and Dostoevsky. 

-an in-depth reading of excerpts from Jean-Paul Sartre’s Existentialism is a Humanism and other works by Sartre 

-critically reflect on Sartre’s statement ‘existence precedes essence’ in the context of thinkers such as Martin Heidegger, Friedrich Nietzsche and Arthur Schopenhauer 
-participate in class discussions on philosophical topics and present on these topics with relevant academic secondary literature
-gain some familiarity with the history of philosophy that preceded existentialist thought and which influenced the ontological outlook of thinkers such as Sartre and Heidegger

-analyze and discuss the relevance of existentialist thought for modern society 

	Brief outline of the course: Is life entirely meaningless? What foundation for ethics and morality is there for contemporary atheists and agnostics? How have philosophers tackled the problem of the meaning of existence and the absurd in the last two centuries? This course will offer an in-depth insight into major existentialist works, including those by Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. It will also include selections from Fyodor Dostoevsky, Simone de Beauvoir, Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Søren Kierkegaard and Arthur Schopenhauer. Revolved around Sartre’s statement that ‘existence precedes essence’ from his book Existentialism is a Humanism, we will analyze and discuss the metaphysical and ethical implications of existentialist thought for the modern world. We will attempt to trace existentialist thought to its roots and contextualize the existential anxiety that is increasingly prevalent in our contemporary society and communities.

	Reccommended readings: 
Camus, Albert. The Stranger, Translated by Stuart Gilbert, Vintage Books, 1946. 

Crowell, Steven. The Cambridge Companion to Existentialism: Existentialism as 

           a philosophical movement. Cambridge University Press, 2012, pp. 25-49.
De Beauvoir, Simone. All men are mortal, W.W. Norton & Company, 1992.

Dostoevsky, Fyodor Mikhailovich. Brothers Karamazov, Translated by Constance Garnett, 

          The Lowell Press, 2009.
Heidegger, Martin. “Letter on Humanism.” Basic Writings, 1993, pp. 217-265. 

Kaufmann, Walter, Existentialism: From Dostoevsky to Sartre. Meridian Books, 1956.

Kierkegaard, Søren. Either/Or, Edited and Translated by Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong, 

          Princeton University Press, 1987.  

Nietzsche, The Antichrist, Translated by H.L.Mencken, Dover Publications, 2018, 
-------. The Will to Power, Translated by Walter Kaufmann and R.J. Hollingdale,   

           A Vintage Giant, 1968.
Plato, Cooper, John M. The Complete Works of Plato: Apology, Translated by G.M.A Grube,  

          pp. 17-36.

Sartre, Jean-Paul. Existentialism is a Humanism (Lecture 1945), Translated by Carol 
           Macomber. Yale University Press, 2007. 
-------. Nausea, Translated by Robert Baldick, Penguin Modern Classics, 2021.
Schopenhauer, Arthur. The World as Will and Representation: Volume I, Edited and  

           Translated by Judith Norman, Alistar Welchman and Christopher Janaway, Cambridge 
           University Press, 2010.


	Language of the course: English

	Notes: Elective course 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: S.D. Abraham, MA.

	Date of the last change: 01.09.2025

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, Phd.
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