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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: P-501
	Subject name:
 Energy security and climate change

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  5 ECTS

	Suggested semester: summer semester 

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: Introduction to political science

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.


	Learning outcomes: By the end of the course, students will understand the fundamental concepts, institutions and political challenges of the energy transition and climate neutrality and will be able to critically evaluate current political and media debates. Along with deepening their academic knowledge and argumentation skills, the students will also train skills in drafting project proposals, solutions advocating skills, geopolitical risk assessment skills related to energy and climate politics and security. Via active participation in the final COP simulation game the students will train their negotiations skills and deepen knowledge about major climate debate issue.


	Brief outline of the course: 1. Introductory Session: Course Overview, Objectives and Requirements. World Trends Connecting Climate, Energy & Politics. 2. Global Oil and Gas Markets. “Resource Curse”. 3. The End of Oil? The Race to Climate Neutrality. Global Climate and Energy Governance. International Institutions: Referees, Watchdogs, Imposers? 4. How Do We Study Energy Politics and Security? Multi-Level Governance Approach. How Can We Empower From Local Level? 5. Accelerating Decarbonisation and Net-Zero Politics. 6. Global Energy Supply and Infrastructure. Why Connectivity Matters? 7. Democratic and Equitable International Order. Climate Change And Democracy. 8. Climate Change as a Threat Multiplier. Resource Conflicts. 9. Energy Security Strategy of the EU. European Green Deal, RePowerEU. Policy Instruments for Climate Mitigation. 10. Energy Security and Energy Transition in Central and Eastern Europe: Inter-Dependency and Added Value. 11. Energy in US-China Competition. 12. Leveraging Energy in Foreign Policy and Geostrategy: Russia’s Case. 13. Energy Use in The Era of AI: AI, Data Centers and Political Influence of Big Tech. 14. Developing Countries and Climate Justice. 15. COP Simulation-Game.

	Recommended readings: 
1. A Guide to Multi-level Governance for Local and Regional Public Authorities. Pp.2-4. 

2. Chan, K., Gross, S., Tobin, L., Victor, D. (2026). How will the United States and China power the AI race? Brookings. 

3. Dyer, H., Trombetta, M.J. (2013). The concept of Energy Security: broadening, deepening and transforming. In International Handbook of Energy Security. Edward Elgar. Pp.3-13. 

4. Energy and AI (2024). IEA World Energy Outlook Special Report. Pp.11-18. 

5. EU external energy engagement in a changing world (2022). Available at: eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A52022JC0023

6. Eyl-Mazzega, M.A., Mathieu, C. (2020) The European Union and the Energy Transition. In The Geopolitics of the Global Energy Transition. Ed. by Manfred Hafner, Simone Tagliapietra. Springer. Pp.29-33.

7. Ferris, E. (2023). The Securitisation of Energy Russia’s Use of Hydrocarbons in its Foreign Policy since the Ukraine Invasion. RUSI. Pp.8-26. 

8. Hafner, M., Tagliapietra, S. (2020). The Global Energy Transition: A Review of the Existing Literature. In The Geopolitics of the Global Energy Transition. Ed. by Manfred Hafner, Simone Tagliapietra. Springer. Pp.1-13. 

9. Kissane, C. (2026). Energy Dominance With Chinese Characteristics. Why Beijing Holds the Power in the Century Ahead. Foreign Affairs, February 19, 2026.

10. Leppert, R. (2025). What we know about energy use at U.S. data centers amid the AI boom. Pew Research Centre. 

11. Meidan, M. China: Climate Leader and Villain. In The Geopolitics of the Global Energy Transition. Ed. by Manfred Hafner, Simone Tagliapietra. Springer. Pp.29-33. Pp.75-87. 

12. RePowerEU. https://commission.europa.eu/topics/energy/repowereu_en 

13. Required reading: 

14. Richard Youngs (2021), Green Democracy in Europe. Carnegie Europe. Available at: https://carnegieeurope.eu/2021/09/23/green-democracy-in-europe-pub-85398 

15. Shivakumar, S., Arcuri, G., Wessner, C. (2022). The Great Rewiring: How Global Supply Chains Are Reacting to Today’s Geopolitics. CSIS. 

16. Singh , N. (2023). Climate Justice in the Global South: Understanding the Environmental Legacy of Colonialism. In Global Climate Justice: Theory and Practice. Ed. by Fausto Corvino and Tiziana Andina. Pp.46-57. 

17. Stevens, P., Lahn, G., Kooroshy, J. (2015). The resource curse revisited. Research Paper. Chatham House. Pp.8-16. 

18. The Routledge Handbook of Energy Security. (2011). Ed. by Benjamin K. Sovacool. London, Pp.2-11. 

19. Wolff, G., Gritz, A. (2024) Gas and Energy Security in Germany and Central and Eastern Europe. Energy Policy. Vol. 184. 

20. World Energy Transitions Outlook. IRENA. (2023). Pp. 42-52.

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Olena Khylko, PhD.

	Date of the last change: 20.02.2026

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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