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Core course information list
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Subject code: F-271
	Subject name: Plato’s Republic

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Five weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, two lectures and three interactive seminars, amounting to 42 hours total. 

	Number of credits: 6 ECT

	Suggested semester: J-Term

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: History of Political Thought from Plato to Marx I-II. 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that the student was not absent at more than four class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie.” Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: In an intensive five-week seminar, students will learn to focus on a challenging classic. After the chronological study of the history of political thought, they will rediscover the Ancient Greeks and learn how to understand them in our late modern perspective—but also to rephrase our contemporary political challenges (democracy, populism, the rule of opinion) from a Greek perspective.  

	A brief course outline: We will first do a short reminder on the History of Political Thought I’s Plato section. Every week, we will focus on specific sections of the Republic to address consecutive issues: 1. Philosophers, sophists, and opinion 2. The city-state between history and utopia. 3. Plato’s theory of ideas, being, mathematics, and harmony. 4. The Academy, i.e., philosophy as a way of life. 5. Political regimes and Plato’s critique of democracy. We will refer to other dialogues around the Republic to orient ourselves in Plato’s works and world.  

	Core text: Plato: Republic. Secondary readings: Protagoras, Gorgias, Meno, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, Symposium, Laches, Theaetetus, Parmenides, The Statesman, The Sophist, Timaeus, Critias. 

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 
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D
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(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: Adam Bence Balazs

	Date of the last change: 09.01.2024

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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