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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: M-410
	Subject name:
 Interpretation and Analysis

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: 

This course offers an introduction to the interpretation and critical analysis of literary and non-literary texts. Students will engage with a range of media and genres, developing skills to analyze style, purpose, and audience. Emphasis is placed on understanding the relationship between texts and their cultural, historical, and global contexts, fostering internationally minded, critical thinkers.
Weekly meeting of 90 minutes, amounting to 42 hours total. Every week, the meeting takes the form of a lecture with time at the beginning of each lesson for review and at the end for practical application exercises. 

Additionally, each which students receive writing assignments to practice the topics covered during the lessons.

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester: Fall semester / Spring semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course: 

15 % Summative Assessments (3 x 5% each)
30 % Analytical Responses (3 x 10% each)
25 % Textual Analysis Paper (Midterm)
30 % Comparative Essay
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: 
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of texts, both literary and nonliterary.

· Analyze and evaluate authorial choices (such as structure, stylistic devices, tone) in shaping meaning.

· Apply literary and rhetorical terminology effectively in written and oral commentary.

· Explore global issues through close textual analysis and develop nuanced, persuasive arguments.

· Reflect critically on the impact of context, purpose, and audience on text production and reception.


	Brief outline of the course: 

Week
Topic
Focus
1

Introduction to Texts and Contexts

Understanding audience, purpose, and context

2

Rhetorical Analysis

Logos, Pathos, Ethos; Stylistic devices​

3

Visual Texts

Layout, focus, symbols, color analysis​

4

Narrative Techniques

Perspective, character development

5

Language and Identity

Exploring global issues in language​​

6

Tone, Mood, and Style

Diction and imagery in prose

7

Midterm Textual Analysis 

Practice + assessment

8

Comparative Literary Analysis

Introducing comparative writing​

9

Media Texts and Persuasion

Journalism, speeches, advertisements

10

Themes and Global Issues

Exploration of literature as reflection of society​

11

Authorial Choices and Impact

Evaluation of literary construction

12

Preparing Oral Commentary

Structure and focus for oral assessments​

13

Comparative Essay Skills

Structuring and refining arguments

14

Writing Workshops

Peer review sessions

15

Course Conclusion

Final comparative essay due; reflection on learning outcomes



	Recommended readings:
Eggins, Suzanne. An Introduction to Systemic Functional Linguistics. 2nd ed., Continuum, 2004.
Givón, Talmy. English Grammar: A Function-Based Introduction. Vols. 1–2, John Benjamins Publishing Company, 1993.

Leech, Geoffrey N. A Linguistic Guide to English Poetry. Routledge, 1969.

Lanham, Richard A. A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms. 2nd ed., University of California Press, 1991.

Heilker, Paul. The Essay: Theory and Pedagogy for an Active Form. National Council of Teachers of English, 1996.

Berger, John. Ways of Seeing. Penguin Books, 1972.

Kress, Gunther, and Theo van Leeuwen. Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design. 2nd ed., Routledge, 2006.
Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein.They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. 5th ed., W.W. Norton & Company, 2021.
Williams, Joseph M. Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace. 12th ed., Pearson, 2016.

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: Lectures are combined or moved around according to the pace at which the students move through the content.

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor: Jacob Ingram

	Date of the last change: 29/04/25

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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