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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code:P/F-353
	Subject name:


	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) 

	Number of credits:  ECT

	Suggested semester:  Fall semester

	Level of studies: 2

	Conditional previous subjects: 

	Requirements for the course:  
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.
Passing the course assumes that the student was not absent from more than four class sessions.
·         Late arrival is marked as a “tardie.” Three tardies equal one absence.  
·         If a student misses more than four classes due to serious health reasons, they must consult with the Studies Coordinator.
·         Plagiarism (including the use of artificial intelligence to produce text) results in Fx and may lead to disciplinary proceedings. Refer to the BISLA Guidelines on the Ethical Use of Artificial Intelligence in Research and Writing
·         Missing more than 15 minutes of class is considered an absence.
·         The use of electronic devices is strictly prohibited during the class.


	Learning outcomes: The learning outcomes are two-fold. On the one hand, we will learn about certain central figures in Modern Political Philosophy, in themselves and in relation to one another. On the other hand, we will focus on learning how to understand a work of philosophy on its own terms. This will require learning to identify and formulate arguments from a text and to uncover implicit assumptions. We will learn to appreciate and engage in different ways of thinking. We will also practice writing and critiquing arguments. 

	Brief outline of the course: What is the purpose or function of government? While Ancient and Medieval Philosophy take the function of the statet to be instilling a virtuous character in its citizens, Modern philosopers have tended to abandon, and even disparage, such a goal. With what do they replace it? We will read some classic texts of early Modern Political Philosophy with this question in mind. Although the question can be understood as an historical one, our method will rather be to take each text on its own terms and let it speak for itself as much as possible. We will, together, endeavor to understand how each philosopher reasons—how he practices the art of Political Phillosphy—as well as he says.

	Reaccommended readings: Machiaveli, The Prince; Hobbes, Leviathan; Locke, Two Treatises of Government; Spinoza, Political Treatise; Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 

A

B

C

D

E

FX

(percentage of students who got A)
(percentage of students who got B)
(percentage of students who got C)
(percentage of students who got D)
(percentage of students who got E)
(percentage of students who got FX)


	Instructor: Laurence Bloom, PhD.

	Date of the last change: 5.9.2025

	Approved: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD.
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