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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: Phillipe Azzie, Samuel Abrahám and Dominik Novosád (TA)

	Subject code: F/H-210
	Subject name: Introduction to Political Philosophy

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture (45 minutes) and a seminar. The second session will be with a Teaching Assistant. (full-time form) /Each meeting will be seminar where instructor and teacher discuss the assigned readings.

	Number of credits:  ECTS

	Suggested semester: Fall semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: Introduction to political science 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that the student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: Two sessions will be devoted to each thinker’s views, while emphasising ways in which later thinkers respond, implicitly or explicitly, to the views of one or more of their predecessors. 
Through direct engagement with these thinkers and the fundamental questions they raise, students will hopefully better understand their own assumptions and presuppositions about politics.

Students will further improve their ability to structure their thoughts and properly distinguish modern concepts of political philosophy and theory through the selected primary texts. They will further practice the art of drawing connections between classics and the most pressing contemporary challenges.

	Brief outline of the course: This course introduces students to political philosophy through a study of seven thinkers whose writings were decisive in formulating how politics has been thought about in the western tradition of political thought: Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. The objective of the course is to provide students with an opportunity for a direct encounter with these thinkers through a reading of texts in which they present their reflections on politics.

	Recommended readings:
· Plato, Apology of Socrates
· Aristotle, The Politics, Bk 1, chapters 1-2; Bk 3, chapters 1-13, Bk 4, chapters 1-13

· Thomas Aquinas, On Kingship, Book 1, chapters 1-16

· Machiavelli (The Prince)

· Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Part1, chapters 13-15; Part 2, chapters 17-19, 21, 29
· John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, chapters 2-4, 7 (sections 87-93), 9, 11, 12 (sections 143-144), 13 (section 149), 19 (sections 211-229).
· Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Social Contract, Books 1 and 2

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 
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D
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(percentage of students who got A)

(percentage of students who got B)

(percentage of students who got C)

(percentage of students who got D)

(percentage of students who got E)

(percentage of students who got FX)



	Instructor:  Samuel Abrahám/Philippe Azzie and TA Dominik Novosad

	Date of the last change: 1.09.2026

	Approved: Associate Professor Samuel Abrahám, PhD 
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