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Information list of a subject
	University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

	Faculty: 

	Subject code: F-364
	Subject name: Advanced Political Philosophy

	Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and the second, of a seminar. (full-time form) /Each meeting will be seminar where instructor and teacher discuss the assigned readings.

	Number of credits:  ECTS

	Suggested semester: Spring semester

	Level of studies: 1

	Conditional previous subjects: History of Political Thought: From Plato to Marx I-II; Plato’s Republic (J-Term); Modern Political Philosophy; Modern Ideologies. 

	Requirements for the course: 
Course evaluation (%): A – excellent: 100-93%, B – very good: 92-84%, C – good: 83-74%, D – satisfactory: 73-63%, E – sufficient: 62-51%, Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Passing the course assumes that the student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes of the class is considered an absence.

	Learning outcomes: Building on previous semesters, we will revisit specific topics and elaborate on points that were not examined in enough detail. Students will further improve their ability to structure their thoughts and properly distinguish modern political concepts (authoritarianism, dictatorship, and totalitarianism). They will further practice the art of drawing connections between classics and the most pressing contemporary challenges.  

	Brief outline of the course: In the first half of the semester, we will address the concepts of authority and freedom. We will revisit Aristotle’s conception of citizenship and examine Hannah Arendt’s approach to the experience of politics in the Greek city-states. We will reflect on authority and conservativism and examine the specificities of totalitarianism.

In the second half of the semester, we will do a philosophical overview of the history of political philosophy. What does it say and what does it mean in current volatile political condition. We will finish with a text reflecting current condition through a lense of a political theorist from 1996.

	Recommended readings: Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics; 
Edmund Burke: Reflections on the Revolution in France; 
Hannah Arendt: Between Past and Future, The Origins of Totalitarianism; 
Ian Kershaw: The Nazi Dictatorship. Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation; Victor Klemperer: LTI;  
Richard Rorty: „Democracy and Philosophy“ https://kritika.sk/pdf/2_2006/2.pdf

Harvey Mansfield: A Student Guide to Political Philosophy 

Conor Cruise O'Brien: The Guarded Palace In On the Eve of the Millenium 1994.

	Language of the course: English

	Notes: 

	Evaluation
Total number of evaluated students: 
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	Instructor:  Samuel Abrahám/Adam Bence Balazs

	Date of the last change: 10.02.2025

	Approved: Associate Professor Samuel Abrahám, PhD 
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