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Information list of a subject

University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA)

Faculty: Faculty of Law

Subject code IR-401 Subject name: Current Development in the Middle
East and Their Wider Geopolitical Implications

Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly meetings of 90 minutes
each, amounting 42 hours total. Every week, the first meeting takes the form of a lecture and
the second of a seminar.

Number of credits: 5 ECT

Suggested semester: -

Level of studies: 1

Conditional previous subjects: none

Requirements for the course:

Passing the course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 class sessions. Late
arrival is marked as a “tardie”. Three tardies equal one absence. Missing more than 15 minutes
of the class is considered an absence.

Assignments and evaluation:

e Final essay (50%) - research paper, 2000 words, response to one of the major essay
questions which corresponds with the topics on the syllabus

e Participation in the class discussion (10%)
e Attendance (30%)

e Pop quiz (10%)

Learning outcomes:

Students will learn how to think critically about history, culture, politics of the Middle East.
They will be able to evaluate the main pertaining issues of the region. Students will be able to
draw on the material presented in lectures and required reading materials to make connections
and conclusions. Students will also be able to present their ideas both verbally and in writing.

By the end of the course, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the Middle
East’s dynamics and develop critical thinking skills to analyse and evaluate the region’s
complex challenges, including legal issues.

Brief outline of the course:

The course introduces students to the current developments in the Middle East and their wider
geopolitical implications. It does so through learning about the main historical events which
had shaped the modern Middle East, main ideologies, conflicts and regional rivalries, quest for
regional hegemony and the wider political implications.
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