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Subject Information List 

 

University: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA) 

Faculty: Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (BISLA) 

Subject code Subject name: Global Clashes: 20th Century 

History  

Type, scope, and method of educational activities: Two weekly 90 minute meetings, in 

person, including seminar and lecture.  

Number of credits:  5 credits 

Suggested semester: Semester 

Level of studies:  Bachelor’s Degree students (1) 

Conditional previous subjects: no prerequisite  

Requirements for the course: Active participation based upon class readings is 

absolutely necessary and therefore accounts for twenty five percent of the overall grade. 

There will be two written examinations which will each account for fifteen percent of the 

overall grade. Each student will complete two presentations throughout the semester focused 

on a non-western country before and after WWII.  Each presentation will account for fifteen 

percent of the overall grade.  Written reflections throughout the semester will account for the 

remaining fifteen percent of the grade. The grading scale is as follows: A – excellent: 100-

93%; B – very good: 92-84%; C – good: 83-74%; D – satisfactory: 73-63%; E – sufficient: 

62-51%; Fx – fail: 50-0%. 

Learning outcomes: The aim of this course is to provide students with a better understanding 

of major historical developments in society, politics, economics, religion, and culture during 

the 20th century.  This course strives to put a global perspective on the major events of the 

defining 20th century to provide a better understanding of how global clashes helped to create 

the world we live in today.  Students will be asked to consider the perspective and motivations 

of various actors (individuals, groups, nations, or alliances) and to assess the value of different 

historical sources and approaches to writing history. Along with increased historical 

understanding, students will cultivate better critical thinking and analytical skills that can be 

applied in a range of academic and practical settings. 

Brief outline of the course: Leading Up to WWI, World War I, From Imperial Russia to the 

Soviet Union, the Interwar West, Fascism Takes Hold of Italy and Spain, National Socialism 

in Germany, Chinese Civil War, Imperial Japan, World War II, Holocaust, Cold War, Anglo-

American Alliance, Fall of Communism, Global Integration, Separatism, Asian Powerhouses, 

Nonwestern World 

Recommended readings: Duiker, William J. 2020. Contemporary World History. (Boston, 

Massachusetts, USA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning). 

Becker, Frederick A. “Frederick A. Becker Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History 

Collection, Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Bindenagel, J.D. “J.D. Bindenagel Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection, 

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Bolloten, Burnett. The Spanish Civil War: Revolution and Counterrevolution. University of 

North Carolina Press. (2015). 

Briatte, Anne-Laure. “Feminisms and Feminist Movements in Europe.” Encyclopedie 

d’histoire numerique de l’Europe. (2022). 

Brown, Archie. “Explaining the Fall of European Communism in 1989.” British Academy 

Review, iss. 14, Nov. (2009). 

Brown, Clayton D. “China’s Great Leap Forward.” Education about Asia, vol. 17, no. 3, 

Winter. (2012). 
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Cohen, Adam. “The First 100 Days.” Time Magazine. (2009). 

Cohen, Lawrence. “Lawrence Cohen Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection, 

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Collins, James F. “James F. Collins Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection, 

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

CRF-USA. “The Chinese Civil War: Why did the Communists Win?” Bill of Rights in Action: 

Constitutional Rights Foundation, vol. 29, no. 4, Summer. (2014). 

D’Souza, Cyril. “The Break-up of Yugoslavia.” Economic and Political Weekly, vol. 29, no. 

48 (1994). 

Echoes and Reflections. “Nazi Germany and Anti-Jewish Policy.” Echoes and Reflections: 

USC Shoah Foundation, Yad Vashem. (2005). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Battle of Britain.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2023). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Battle of the Bulge.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2023). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Battle of Stalingrad.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2023). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Battle of Tannenberg.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2022). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Battle of Verdun.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2023).  

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “First Battle of the Marne.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2022). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “First Battle of the Somme.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. 

(2023). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Normandy Invasion.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Inc. (2023). 

Facing History & Ourselves, “Facing History Scholar Reflections: The Nazi Rise to Power,” 

video, last updated 2022 (2022). 

Gilbert, Caitlin and Bever, Lindsey. “Gyms, Pets and Takeout: How the Pandemic has Shifted 

Daily Life.” The Washington Post. (2023). 

Graves, Rober. Good-bye to All That, 1929, (Garden City NY, Doubleday, 1957).  

Hoess, Rudolf. Commandant of Auschwitz: The Autobiography of Rudolf Hoess (Cleveland: 

World Publishing Co., 1960). 

Hurley, Michael J. “Michael J. Hurley Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection, 

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Keo, Bernard Z. “Crossing the River by Feeling the Stones: Deng Xiaoping in the Making of 

Modern China.” Education about Asia, vol. 25, no. 2, Fall. (2020). 

Liddell, R. Scotland. On the Russian Front. (London, Simpkin, Marshall, 19Matray, James I. 

“The Korean War 101: Causes, Course, and Conclusion of the Conflict.” Education about 

Asia, vol. 17, no. 3, Winter. (2012). 

Marcus, Raymond A. “Exploring the Vietnam War.” Education about Asia, vol. 11, no. 1. 

Spring. (2006). 

Miller, William Green. “William Green Miller Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History 

Collection, Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Millington, Chris. “Scuffles and Skirmishes in Interwar French Politics.” British Academy 

Review, Emerging Perspectives, Spring. (2018). 

Patterson, James T. “The Civil Rights Movement: Major Events and Legacies.” The Gilder 

Lehrman Institute of American History. (2019). 

Pickering, Thomas R. “Thomas R. Pickering Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History 

Collection, Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Russell, Theodore E. “Theodore E. Russell Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History 

Collection, Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Shlaes, Amity. “Deal or No Deal?” Time Magazine. (2009). 

Smith, W. Eugene. “The Pacific War: 1942-1945.” Magnum Photos. (2017). 

Sommerlad, Joe. “General Strike: What Happened the Last Time Britain Downed Tools in 

1926?” The Independent. (2018). 
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Taylor, Alan. 20 Years Since the Bosnian War. The Atlantic. (2012). 

Weidokal, Michael. “The Ten Most Important Geopolitical Events of the 21st Century.” 

International Strategic Analysis via LinkedIn. (2019). 

Weiss, Helga. Helga’s Diary: A Young Girl’s Account of Life in a Concentration Camp (New 

York: W.W. Norton, 2013). 

William, James Alan. “James Alan Williams Oral History,” Foreign Affairs Oral History 

Collection, Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Arlington, Virginia. (2023). 

Language of the course: English 

Notes:  

Evaluation 

Total number of evaluated students:  

A B C D E FX 

(percentage 

of students 

who got A) 

(percentage 

of students 

who got B) 

(percentage 

of students 

who got C) 

(percentage 

of students 

who got D) 

(percentage 

of students 

who got E) 

(percentage 

of students 

who got FX) 
 

Instructor: Lucas Andrew Sprouse, MAHR 

Date of the last change: 15.8.2023 

Approved: prof. František Novosád 

 


