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WHAT IS AN 
ESSAY? 

Academic text in which 

the author gives their 

own educated opinion 

on a specific topic

The aim is to answer a 

key question and 

provide evidence 

• Introduction – explains why the topic 

is important, provides background 

information, and summarizes the main 

arguments 

• Body paragraphs – specific arguments 

explained with evidence and analysis 

• Conclusion – summarizes the main 

points of the essay in one paragraph 

and answers the question again

• References – sources that are not your 

own ideas, general information about 

the topic 

Structure: 



1. PROPER 

STRUCTURE OF 

WRITING AN 

ESSAY 
Step 1: choose a topic or idea 

Step 2: do your reaserach to understand the topic

Step 3: formulate a question relating to the topic 

Step 4: try and answer the question in three key arguments 

Step 5: create an outline 

Step 6: provide evidence that supports your arguments 

Step 7: write the essay in a specific essay structure (IBC) 

Step 8: proofread and edit 

SIDE NOTE: Keep in mind why you are writing this/its importance!! 



2. HOW TO 

DISTINGUISH 

RELIABLE SOURCES

ACTIVITY

Evaluate the 

sources based on 

reliability

Questions to keep 

in mind

• who is the author

• when was it published 

• what medium is it 

published on











3. CRITICAL 

THINKING
Migration

• Should Slovakia open its borders to 

people fleeing wars? 

• Should Slovakia enforce border controls? 

• Slovakia has done a good job managing 

the influx of Ukranians. 

Agree/Disagree



• Three point summary 

• What is the main take away for you? 

• What did you like?

• What could be improved? 

DEBRIEF 
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