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Introduction to the History of Political Thought
Code:

Term:
Spring
ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
90 + 90 min
Language:
Eng. 
Instructor:

Form of study:
lecture+seminar 

Prerequisites
Academic English I, Introduction to Philosophy
Course Objectives
To gain an introductory understanding of developments in European political thought.
Contents
This class will introduce us to some major works and themes in the history of Western political philosophy.
Themes and Readings involved
We will begin with ancient Greek philosophy, specifically with Plato’s account of Socrates’ speech defending his life, the Apology, and selections from Aristotle’s Politics. We will then move into the Roman world, at its height with the emperor Marcus Aurelius’ personal notes, titled the Meditations, and then at its collapse with Augustine’s sermon on the sack of Rome. We will then turn to the Renaissance with essential moments from Machiavelli’s handbook for leadership, The Prince. Moving into the early modern world, we turn to Rousseau’s Social Contract, and then Kant’s famous essay, “What Is Enlightenment?” We conclude with a selection from one of existentialism’s major works, Sartre’s Being and Nothingness, on freedom and responsibility, and then with Isaiah Berlin’s autobiographical essay dealing with ethical and political philosophy, “On the Pursuit of the Ideal.”
Obligatory Readings
Primary Sources
Aristotle, Introductory Readings, tr. Terence Irwin and Gail Fine (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1996), ISBN: 978-0-87220-339-6.

Augustine, Political Writings, ed. E.M. Atkins and R.J. Dodaro (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), ISBN: 0-521-44172-2.

Berlin, Isaiah, “On the Pursuit of the Ideal,” New York Review of Books, 35:4 (1988).

Kant, Immanuel, Political Writings, tr. H.B. Nisbet, ed. Hans Reiss, 2 enlarged ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), ISBN: 9780521398374.

Machiavelli, Niccolò, The Prince, tr. Peter Bondanella (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), ISBN: 0-19-280426-X.

Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, tr. A.S.L. Farquharson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), ISBN: 978-0-19-954059-4.

Plato, Complete Works, ed. John M. Cooper and D.S. Hutchinson (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1997), ISBN: 978-0-87220-349-5.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, The Social Contract and other later political writings, ed. Victor Gourevitch (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), ISBN: 978-0-521-42446-2.

Sartre, Jean-Paul, Existentialism and Human Emotions, tr. Bernard Frechtman and Hazel E. Barnes (New York: Citadel Press, 1985), ISBN: 0-8065-0902-3.

Secondary Sources
Supplementary Readings and Sources
Evaluation Criteria
40%  Writing work – essays (5 -6 short essays (400-500 words), 1–2 should be longer (1000-1200 words)
30%  Active participation on classes, class discussions, class preparation 

30%  Short tests in class
Instructor is expected to provide a midterm evaluation.
Course Evaluation (%)
A  – 
excellent: 
100-93%, 
B  – 
very good: 
92-84%, 
C  – 
good: 
83-74%, 
D  – 
satisfactory: 
73-63%, 
E  – 
sufficient: 
62-51%, 
Fx – 
fail: 
50-0%. 
Passing a course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 lessons.
