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Modern European history
Code:

Term:
Fall
ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
90 + 90 min
Language:
Eng. 
Instructor:

Form of study:
Lecture & seminar 


Prerequisites
According what will be agreed upon in modules (political science, philosophy, arts)
Course Objectives
This course will focus mainly on mid-twentieth-century European history (1945-1989), but will also cover wider developments and events, and will examine their effects on developments up to the present day. Participants will examine primary and secondary historical sources in English, explore key themes and be expected to master the chronology of events.

There will be a particular emphasis on central and eastern European history. Participants will be asked to consider the perspectives and motivations of various actors (be they individuals, groups, nations or alliances), and to assess the value of different historical sources and approaches to writing history.

The aim of the course will be to give the participants a deeper understanding of this region’s history, and provide some historical context for the contemporary political and philosophical writings that they may be asked to study in other courses at BISLA.

Lectures, seminars and discussions, informed by preparatory reading, will form the core method of learning, accompanied by essays and presentations by students. 

Contents
Introduction and definitions

Europe in 1945

The Cold War

Communism, in theory and in practice

Resistance and repression

The role of nationalism

Europe's economic transformation
Non-communist Europe
History and historiography

Hope and despair in central Europe

Human rights

Reforms in the west and the east

The collapse of communism

Europe today
Main Course Text
JUDT, Tony. Postwar: A History of Europe since 1945. (2005; Vintage, 2010)

  V slovenskom preklade: Povojnová Európa. (História po roku 1945. Bratislava: SLOVART, 2007)

Primary Sources (selected extracts)
ALEXIEVICH, Svetlana (trans. Shayevich, Bela). Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets. (2013; Random House, 2016)

ANNAN, Noel. Changing Enemies: The Defeat and Regeneration of Germany. (HarperCollins, 1995)

LANGER, Jo. Convictions: My Life with a Good Communist. (1979; Granta, 2011)

  V slovenskom preklade: LANGEROVÁ, Žo. Vtedy v Bratislave. (Albert Marenčin - Vydavateľstvo PT, 2010)
STOKES, Gale (ed.). From Stalinism to Pluralism: A Documentary History of Eastern Europe since 1945. (OUP, 1991)
Secondary Sources
HOSKING, Geoffrey. The Reith Lectures: The Rediscovery of Politics. (Radio broadcast; 1988, BBC)

STOKES, Gale. The Walls Came Tumbling Down: The Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe. (OUP, 1993) 
Supplementary Readings and Sources
ALEXIEVICH, Svetlana (trans. Whitby, Julian and Robin). Zinky Boys: Soviet Voices from the Afghanistan WarVoices from Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear Disaster. (1990; Norton, 1992)

ALEXIEVICH, Svetlana (trans. Gessen, Keith). Voices from Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear Disaster. (1997; Picador, 2006)

APPLEBAUM, Anne. Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe 1944-56. (2012; Penguin, 2013)
KUNDERA, Milan (trans. White, Edmund). The Tragedy of Central Europe. (Essay, New York Review of Books, 26 April 1984)

LOWE, Keith. Savage Continent: Europe in the Aftermath of World War II. (2012; Penguin, 2013)

  V slovenskom preklade: Krutý continent: Európa krátko po druhej svetovej vojne. (Premedia, 2014)
REID, Anna. Borderland: A Journey Through the History of Ukraine. (1997; Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2015)

SEBESTYEN, Victor. Revolution 1989: The Fall of the Soviet Empire. (Phoenix, 2009)
SNYDER , Timothy. Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin. (2010; Vintage, 2011)

  V slovenskom preklade: Krvavé územie: Európa medzi Hitlerom a Stalinom. (Premedia, 2013)
Evaluation Criteria
40%  Active participation in classroom discussion, based on preparatory reading
30% Writing work – essays and tests during the semester
30% Presenting individual seminar paper (at least 2,000 words) and leading of class discussion on the subject matter
Instructor is expected to provide a midterm evaluation.
Course Evaluation (%)
A  – 
excellent: 
100-93%, 
B  – 
very good: 
92-84%, 
C  – 
good: 
83-74%, 
D  – 
satisfactory: 
73-63%, 
E  – 
sufficient: 
62-51%, 
Fx – 
fail: 
50-0%. 
Passing a course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 lessons.
