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Foucault
Code:

Term:
Fall
ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
90 + 90 min
Language:
English
Instructor:

Form of study:
lecture+seminar 

Prerequisites
Introduction to the History of Political Thought, Academic English I & II
Course Objectives
To  gain an understanding of some of Foucault’s more important contributions to contemporary political thought.
Contents
This course is primarily a survey of some of the major political concepts laid out by Michel Foucault (1926-1984) over the course of his career. In addition, we will look at some ways in which his concepts and modes of analysis have been taken up by contemporary thinkers in different contexts and applied to specific issues. The major concepts we will encounter will be disciplinary power, biopower, and governmentality. Each of these concepts, for Foucault, are essential for understanding developments in power relations over the course of the last 500 years, if only in the West. That is, as sovereignty waned, disciplinary power, bipower, and governmentality developed in multiple fields of discourse and sociopolitical structuring. As we will see, and as Foucault insists, these developments did not happen precisely simultaneously, nor were they precisely successive, though there does seem to be a basic movement from out of sovereign power into disciplinary power, from disciplinary power into biopower, and from biopower into governmentality. However, it will remain a persistent question exactly how different these modes or styles of structuring power relations are. Each of the contemporary analyses will deploy at least one aspect of Foucault’s concepts in the analysis of women’s daily lives, the reality of race as a sociopolitical category, law, and the prison.
Themes and Readings involved
We begin with a selection from Madness and Civilization as well as selections from Discipline and Punish in order to gain an understanding of the modes by which disciplinary power came to be and came to operate. Bartky’s essay will take up disciplinary power as it applies to women’s lives. We will then read selections from volume 1 of The History of Sexuality so as to gain an understanding of what Foucault comes to call biopower, which at least appears to be distinct from disciplinary power. McWhorter will then give us an understanding of how bipower came to be deployed upon the bodies of both women and racial minorities throughout modern Western history. Next, we will turn to selections from Foucault’s 1977-1978 and 1978-1979 lectures at the Collège de France, titled Security, Territory, Population and The Birth of Biopolitics, respectively. These lectures will give us an understanding of what Foucault means by governmentality and also how the developments of governmentality aligned with what has come to be called neoliberal economic theory, especially in the US context thanks to the concept of human capital these economists develop. Brown’s chapter, on the 2010 US Supreme Court decision, Citizens United, and Chantraine’s analyses of medium-security Canadian prisons will give us insight into how governmentality and its developments in neoliberal theory are deployed in concrete experience.
Obligatory Readings
Primary Sources
Foucault, Michel, The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1978-1979, ed. Michel Senellart, tr. Graham Burchell (New York: Picador, 2004), ISBN: 978-0312203412.

———, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, tr. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), ISBN: 978-0679752554.
———, The Foucault Reader, ed. Paul Rabinow (New York: Pantheon Books, 1984), ISBN: 978-0394529049.

———, The History of Sexuality, Volume I: An Introduction, tr. Robert Hurley (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978), ISBN: 978-0394417755.

———, Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1977-1978, ed. Michel Senellart, tr. Graham Burchell (New York: Picador, 2007), ISBN: 978-0312203603.

Secondary Sources
Bartky, Sandra Lee, “Foucault, Femininity, and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power,” in Katie Conboy, Nadia Medina, and Sarah Stansbury, eds., Writing on the Body: Female Embodiment and Feminist Theory (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp. 129-154, ISBN: 978-0231105453.

Brown, Wendy, Undoing the Demos: Neoliberalism’s Stealth Revolution (New York: Zone Books, 2015), ISBN: 978-1935408536.

Chantraine, Gilles, “The Post-Disciplinary Prison,” tr. Uri Ben-Gal, in Discipline, Security, and Beyond: Rethinking Michel Foucault’s 1978 & 1979 Collège de France Lectures, Carceral Notebooks 4 (2008), pp. 55-76.
McWhorter, Ladelle, “Sex, Race, and Biopower: A Foucauldian Genealogy,” Hypatia 19:3 (2004), pp. 38-62.
Supplementary Readings and Sources
Evaluation Criteria
40%  Writing work – essays (5 -6 short essays (400-500 words), 1–2 should be longer (1000-1200 words)
30%  Active participation on classes, class discussions, class preparation 

30%  Short tests in class
Instructor is expected to provide a midterm evaluation.
Course Evaluation (%)
A  – 
excellent: 
100-93%, 
B  – 
very good: 
92-84%, 
C  – 
good: 
83-74%, 
D  – 
satisfactory: 
73-63%, 
E  – 
sufficient: 
62-51%, 
Fx – 
fail: 
50-0%. 
Passing a course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 lessons.
